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SERMON. 


*1  will  make  the  place  of  my  feet  glorious.’ 

Isaiah  lx.  13. 


This  promise  may  have  been  fulfilled  by  the  appearance  of 
Christ  in  the  second  temple ,  when  God  literally  made  4  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  that  house  greater  than  that  of  the  former.’  Or,  it  may 
have  been  verified  to  the  Jews,  in  their  temporal  prosperity, 
subsequent  to  the  time  this  promise  was  given,  and  prior  to  the 
birth  of  our  Savior.  But  doubtless  the  prophet  expected  its 
fulfilment  in  greater  glory  than  either  the  presence  of  Christ  in 
the  temple,  or  the  highest  national  prosperity  of  ancient  Israel. 

That  we  may  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  in  the 
text,  let  us — 

I.  Inquire,  what  is  the  place  of  God’s  feet  ? 

II.  In  what  respects  it  shall  be  made  glorious  ? 

III.  By  what  means  God  will  make  the  place  of  his  feet 
glorious  ? 

I.  What  is  the  place  of  God’s  feet  ? 

1.  The  earth  is  the  place  of  God’s  feet  ;  it  is  emphatically 
called  4  his  footstool.’  This  earth  originally  was  glorious; 
when  as  yet  sin  was  unborn,  death  still  slumbered,  and  moral 
evil  had  no  existence.  Then  it  was  that  beholding  the  order 
and  beauty  of  universal  nature,  4  the  morning  stars  sang  togeth¬ 
er,  and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy.’  But  this  earth 
has  been  polluted  by  human  transgression  !  It  is  filled  with  dis¬ 
order,  impurity  and  death.  But  the  earth  shall  again  be  made 
glorious  when  redeemed  from  moral  defilement  it  shall  be  cov¬ 
ered  with  the  glory  of  God  ;  when  the-  Messiah  4  shall  have 
dominion  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.’ 
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2.  Again,  4  the  house  of  God’  is  the  place  of  God’s  feet. 
Here  his  worshippers  bow  down  before  him,  and  in  deep  self- 
abasement  make  confession  of  their  sins.  But  O  !  how  often 
has  the  house  of  God  been  made  a  den  of  thieves  !  How  has 
God’s  courts  been  polluted  by  the  illegitimate  sacrifices  of  hy¬ 
pocrites  and  sinners  !  But  God  will  again  purify  his  house. 
He  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor.  The  house  of  God  shall 
be  glorious  when  the  worship  therein  shall  be  4  in  spirit  and  in 
truth  ;’  when  the  servants  of  God  who  lead,  and  all  who  follow 
in  the  praise,  shall  be  holy,  humble  and  devout. 

3.  I  will  now  speak  of  that  which  is  pre-eminently  the  place 
of  God’s  feet ;  the  place  of  which  the  prophet  spake  when  he 
said  it  should  be  made  glorious.  This  place  is  the  church,  or 
kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  This  is  God’s  spiritual  house  ;  in 
this  place  God  will  give  peace;  and  here  shall  4  his  rest  be 
glorious.’  It  is  called  the  place  of  God’s  feet, 

1st.  Because  it  is  a  place  of  instruction.  As  it  was  said  of 
Saul  of  Tarsus,  who  was  long  a  pupil  of  Gamaliel,  that  he  was 
brought  up  at  his  feet,  and  as  children  receive  their  earliest  in¬ 
struction  at  the  feet  of  their  parents,  so  the  disciples  of  Christ, 
the  children  of  God,  in  the  church  first  learn  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  Here  in  the  dust  at  God’s  feet  they  4  learn  wisdom.’ 
Here  they  are  all  taught  of  God,  being  instructed  into  the 
4  mysteries  of  his  kingdom.’  Here  they  learn  the  4  first  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ.’  Here  they  are  taught  to  sub¬ 
due  their  passions,  and  quench  in  tears  of  penitence  their  burn¬ 
ing  lusts.  Here  also  they  learn  the  nature  and  end  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  peace  ;  and  here  they  learn  to  cherish  the  spirit,  and 
practise  the  precepts  of  a  religion  of  charity.  Here  in  a  word, 
they  learn  to  be  like  Jesus. 

2d.  The  church  is  called  the  place  of  God’s  feet,  because 
it  is  a  place  of  supplication.  It  has  been  a  practice  among  all 
nations  ior  suppliants  in  offering  earnest  petitions  to  superiors, 
to  throw  themselves  at  their  feet.  Hence  those  who  came 
with  their  requests  to  Christ,  prostrated  themselves  before  him. 
The  church  on  earth  is  in  a  state  of  dependance  and  constant 
want ;  and  notwithstanding  she  is  the  object  of  God’s  immuta¬ 
ble  love,  yet  to  enjoy  the  manifestations  of  his  constant  favor, 
she  must  4  cry  unto  him  day  and  night  ;’  she  must  4  pray  with¬ 
out  ceasing,’  and  never  faint.  O  !  the  folly  of  those  who  hope 
for  immortality,  yet  never  pray  ! 

3d.  The  church  is  at  God’s  feet,  inasmuch  as  it  is  in  a  state 
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of  humiliation  and  imperfection.  While  heaven  is  the  throne 
of  his  glory,  where  saints  enjoy  the  beatific  visions  of  his  face, 
the  church  is  the  place  of  his  feet,  where  God’s  people  bewail 
their  imperfections.  Here  they  4  see  through  a  glass  darkly.’ 
Here  they  ‘see  in  part  and  know  in  part,’  being  ‘not  yet  made 
perfect.’  Here  they  pour  their  tears  upon  the  feet  of  their 
Savior,  and  weep  in  the  dust  that  they  are  no  more  like  him. 
They  sink  down  before  him,  and  long  to  be  nothing,  that  Christ 
may  ‘be  all  in  all.’  This,  then,  is  the  place  of  God's  feet. 
This  is  the  place  that  God  will  make  glorious,  according  to  his 
promise.  1  now  pass  to  observe — 

II.  In  what  respects  God  will  make  the  church  glorious. 

And, 

First.  It  shall  be  glorious  in  its  ministry. 

No  doubt  the  ministry  of  the  church  has  been  the  most  fruit¬ 
ful  source  of  moral  and  ecclesiastical  evil  in  the  world  :  Indeed 
there  is  hardly  an  error  in  the  church,  or  an  evil  in  the  world, 
that  has  not  either  had  its  origin  with,  or  been  widely  extend¬ 
ed  by  the  ‘  priests  and  elders  ofjhe  people.’ 

What  was  the  character  of  the  ministry  in  the  days  of  ancient 
Israel  ?  Let  the  word  of  God  answer.  Nehemiah  says  ‘  neith¬ 
er  our  kings  nor  our  princes,  nor  our  priests ,  nor  our  fathers, 
have  kept  thy  law,  or  hearkened  to  thy  covenants.  ‘  Isaiah  is 
very  bold,’  and  says,  ‘  The  priests  and  the  prophets  have  erred 
through  strong  drink  ;  they  are  swallowed  up  of  wine,  they  are 
out  of  the  wray  through  strong  drink,  they  err  in  vision,  and 
stumble  in  judgment.’  Jeremiah  touches  the  picture,  and  says, 
‘  For  the  sins  of  her  prophets  and  the  iniquities  of  her  priests, 
who  have  shed  the  blood  of  the  just,  they  have  wandered  in  the 
street,  as  blind  men  ;  they  have  polluted  themselves  with 
blood.’  And  to  finish  the  description,  Micah  says,  ‘  The 
priests  teach  for  hire,  and  divine  for  money.’ 

Thus  we  may  learn  from  the  word  of  God,  that  the  ancient 
priesthood,  (with  some  happy  exceptions)  was  made  of  drunk¬ 
ards  !  murderers  !  and  HIRELINGS  !  !  O  !  how  desti¬ 
tute  of  all  that  is  lovely,  of  all  that  is  glorious  !  The  priests 
were  also  the  first  to  pronounce  sentence  of  condemnation  upon 
Christ,  and  send  him  bound  to  Pilate. 

And  under  the  gospel  dispensation,  we  have  only  to  look 
back  upon  the  horrors  of  the  Inquisition,  and  the  persecutions 
of  the  church,  by  order  of  the  clergy,  to  learn  the  character  of 
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an  adulterous  and  wicked  priesthood,  who  have  proudly 
claimed  to  be  the  leaders  of  God’s  people  !  From  the 
days  of  Constantine  to  the  days  of  Luther,  the  pope  and  his 
clergy  made  the  Christian  church  one  vast  golgotha,  or  field  of 
blood.  It  is  computed  that  not  less  than  fifteen  millions  of 
Christians  were  in  this  way  put  to  death,  in  the  persecutions  of 
Spanish  America  !  And  more  than  fifty  millions  have  in  differ¬ 
ent  places  been  martyrs  ;  most  of  whom  have  fallen  by  sacer¬ 
dotal  domination  ! 

And  happy  would  it  now  be  for  the  church,  if  after  having 
waded  through  seas  of  blood,  for  better  than  eighteen  centuries, 
she  wras  now  delivered  from  an  unsanctified  ministry.  But 
this,  my  brethren,  is  not  the  case.  We  are  surrounded  by  a 
ministry  who  declare  that  their  treasures  are  in  heaven,  yet  they 
think  of  but  little  save  the  riches  of  earth. 

The  greater  the  amount  offered  for  their  services,  the 
louder  the  call  to  that  field  of  labor.  Others  are  laboring  hard 
for  the  honors  of  this  world,  and  choose  rather  to  have  the 
temporary  applause  of  an  ignorant  multitude,  than  the  laurels  of 
immortal  life  !  Some  are  sacrificing  at  the  shrine  of  Bacchus  ; 
while  others  mingle  in  political  strife.  Some  are  trafficing  in 
human  flesh,  while  others  write  books  to  sustain  t'  etn!  And 
shall  we  talk  of  a  glorious  church  with  such  an  unsanctified  mi¬ 
nistry  at  its  head  ? 

But  the  night  of  such  darkness,  impurity  and  death,  is  pass¬ 
ing  away.  Already  a  more  blessed  day  is  dawning  upon  us, 
and  from  the  promise  of  God  we  look  for  a  more  glorious  min¬ 
istry.  God  has  said  he  will  give  us  4  pastors  according  to  his 
own  heart,  who  shall' feed  us  with  knowledge  and  wisdom.’ 
The  ministry  shall, 

1.  Be  a  spiritual  ministry. 

By  a  spiritual  ministry  I  mean  a  ministry  4  filled  with  the 
spirit’  of  God  ;  baptized  of  God  in  living  fire.  The  first  mi¬ 
nisters  of  the  gospel  church  were  of  this  character.  Notwith¬ 
standing  they  had  long  been  with  Jesus,  were  virtuous  men, 
and  were  learned  in  the  mysteries  of  his  kingdom,  yet  when  he 
gave  them  their  great  commission,  and  sent  them  forth  as  mes¬ 
sengers  of  mercy,  he  command'ed  them  to  tarry  in  Jerusalem 
till  they  should  receive  4  power  from  on  high.’  Paul  was  of 
this  class  ;  he  said  of  his  dispensation,  4 1  did  not  receive  it  of 
man,  neither  was  I  taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ.’  It  was  their  spirituality  that  enabled  their  biographers 
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to  say,  ‘  They  have  preached  the  gospel  unto  us  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven.’  And  never  was  the  gospel 
successfully  preached  in  any  other  way. 

That  the  ministers  of  grace  must  be  filled  with  the  spirit,  is 
evident  from  the  nature  of  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
How  can  that  kingdom,  which  is  not  of  this  world,  but  spirit¬ 
ual  and  holy,  be  glorious  with  an  unrenewed,  unholy  ministry 
at  its  head  ?  How  can  they  who  are  inexperienced  in  the 
things  of  God,  minister  in  those  things  to  God’s  church  ?  If 
4  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus’  hath  not  made 
them  4  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death,’  how  shall  they  ‘pro¬ 
claim  liberty  to  captives,  and  the  opening  of  prison  doors  to 
them  that  are  bound  ?’  If  they  have  never  been  redeemed 
from  the  night  of  apostacy,  how  can  they  be  the  lights  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  ? 

Nor  can  any  other  thing  supply  the  place  of  the  spirit  of 
God.  It  is  not  enough  that  a  man  hath /a?7/i,  if  he  has  not  ho¬ 
liness  he  is  4  found  wanting.’  It  is  not  enough  that  he  has  zeal, 
if  he  4  has  not  the  spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of  his.’  Nor  is  it 
sufficient  to  have  morality  ;  the  pharisees  had  the  same. 

What  though  he  may  be  read  in  philosophy,  and  learned  in 
the  sciences  ;  ‘knowledge  puffeth  up.’  Yea  he  may  have  all 
knowledge,  and  understand  all  mysteries,  and  speak  with 
tongues,  and  yet  be  nothing'.  He  may  climb  to  the  lofty  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  hill  of  science,  and  pluck  the  unfading  laurels  that 
blossom  there,  and  yet  without  an  indwelling  Deity  he  is  an 
enemy  to  God,  and  a  barbarian  to  the  church. 

He  may  4  come  to  Zion’  with  the  excellency  of  man’s 
speech  and  of  man’s  wisdom,  but  if  he  come  not  in  the  4  full¬ 
ness  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  peace,’  he  conies  only  to 
dazzle,  bewilder  and  blind. 

When  we  consider  the  imperfection  of  the  church  in  this 
respect,  no  wonder  she  has  so  long  lingered  in  the  wilderness  ; 
no  wonder  that  her  light  has  shown  so  dimly,  and  her  glory  has 
never  appeared. 

But  the  rebuke  of  the  church  in  consequence  of  this  glaring 
deformity,  shall  be  taken  away  w  hen  God  shall  bless  the  church 
and  the  world  with  a  spiritual  ministry. 

2.  The  ministry  shall  be  an  enlightened  ministry.  It  shall  be 
eminent  for  its  piety  not  only,  but  for  its  knowledge.  I  know 
that  it  hath  been  said  that  4  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion.’ 
1  know  also  that  none  but  the  ignorant  have  said  it.  4  These 
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always  speak  evil  of  the  things  they  know  not.’  The  day  is 
but  just  past,  since  an  opinion  generally  prevailed  among  the 
churches,  that  human  learning  was  of  hut  little  value  to  the  mi¬ 
nisters  of  Christ.  It  was  reiterated  from  every  quarter,  that 
God  was  able  to  qualify  those  whom  he  had  sent,  for  the  work 
assigned  them,  and  that  learning  only  made  ministers  formal, 
proud  and  vain  !  c  Away  with  your  colleges  and  college  learn¬ 
ed  ministers  ;  down  with  your  seminaries  of  learning,  and  the¬ 
ological  manufactories,  and  give  us  ministers  from  God.’  Such 
was  the  cry  that  came  from  the  lips  of  thousands,  who  doubt¬ 
less  had  better  hearts  than  heads,  even  since  the  4  days  of  our 
remembrance.’ 

But  what  then  ;  shall  ignorance  continue  to  lift  up  her  voice 
against  knowledge,  and  thereby  darken  the  cloud  that  has  so 
long  overspread  the  moral  and  intellectual  world  ?  What 
though  the  impious  may  have  trusted  to  their  learning,  4  and 
leaned  to  their  own  understanding  ;’  and  abused  there  by  the 
office  of  the  ministry  ;  shall  their  abuse  of  intellectual  light 
render  it  abortive  and  useless  to  the  ministers  of  Jesus  ?  God 
forbid.  So  long  as  our  enemies  are  learned,  and  so  long  as 
learning  and  philosophy  are  employed  to  obstrijet  the  growth 
of  Christ’s  kingdom,  so  long  let  learning  and  philosophy  con¬ 
tribute  to  multiply  the  conquests  of  Zion.  Learning  is  a  leaf 
from  the  tree  of  life,  and  it  shall  be  employed  for  the  healing 
of  the  nations.  Has  not  the  church  already  been  too  long  re¬ 
proached  on  account  of  the  ignorance  of  her  ministers  ?  ought 
not  every  servant  of  God  to  study  to  show  himself  a  workman 
that  need  not  be  ashamed  ? 

Yes,  my  brethren,  the  time  has  gone  by  when  men  contend¬ 
ed  for  an  illiterate  ministry.  Already  it  is  confessed  that  the 
most  learned  among  holy  ministers  have  been  the  most  able 
defenders  of  truth,  and  the  most  successful  laborers  in  the 
vineyard  of  God. 

Who  was  it  that  labored  more  abundantly  than  all  the  other 
apostles,  and  whose  writings  are  the  most  precious  treasures 
among  the  archives  of  the  church  ?  It  was  Paul  :  but  Paul 
was  learned. 

Who  was  it  that  dared  to  meet  the  whole  artillery  of  the 
Roman  hierarchy,  and  faced  the  beating  storm  of  catholocism, 
and  led  a  suffering  church  to  freedom  and  to  glory  ?  It  was 
Luther:  but  Luther  was  learned.  Who  was  it  that  beheld 
with  deep  and  painful  solicitude  the  apostacy  of  the  English 
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church  ;  and  kindled  up  in  her  bosom  a  purifying  flame,  that 
has  overspread  the  world,  and  lighted  4  thousands  of  thousands, 
and  ten  times  ten  thousands’  home  to  immortal  life  ?  It  was 
Wesley  :  but  Wesley  was  learned.  And  again  ;  who  was  it  that 
passed  like  an  angel  of  light  through  the  States  of  America, 
turinng  thousands  4  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
of  Satan  unto  God  ?’  It  was  Whitfield  :  but  Whitfield  was 
learned. 

And  what  shall  I  say  more  ?  for  the  time  wTould  fail  me  to 
speak  of  a  Newton,  a  Fletcher,  a  Locke,  a  Clark,  and  others, 
who,  notwithstanding  they  were  not  all  ministers  of  the  word, 
have  contributed  most  for  the  redemption  of  a  suffering  church 
and  a  dying  world. 

Secondly  :  The  church  shall  be  glorious  in  her  member¬ 
ship.  And 

1.  The  members  of  the  church  shall  be  holy.  The  New 
Testament  is  the  moral  standard  which  shall  be  4  lifted  up,’ 
and  by  which  Christians  shall  direct  their  lives  ;  and  never 
until  they  are  taught  to  4  walk  according  to  tliis  rule,’  will  the 
place  of  God’s  feet  be  glorious. 

While  the  members  of  the  church  are  sustained  by  their 
ministers  in  their  plea  for  unrighteousness  ;  and  while  they 
believe  and  practise  upon  the  old  tradition,  that  moral  recti¬ 
tude  is  a  natural  impossibility,  the  church  will  never  appear  in 
her  glory. 

But  when  they  shall  be  taught,  and  when  they  shall  believe, 
that  4  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord  ;’  then  4  every 
man  that  hath  this  hope  in  Him  will  purify  himself  even  as  he 
is  pure,’  and  the  glory  of  God  will  arise  upon  Zion,  and  4  holi¬ 
ness  to  the  Lord’  shall  be  inscribed  upon  all  the  works  of  her 
hands. 

2.  The  membership  shall  be  glorious  in  charity.  4  Charity 
is  the  bond  of  perfectness.’  It  is  love  to  God,  and  benevo¬ 
lence  to  man.  It  destroys  covetousness,  selfishness,  avarice  ; 
and  leads  its  possessor  to  forego  his  oicn  pleasure ,  at  the  voice 
of  heaven  to  seek  4  the  general  good  /’ 

4  Covetousness  is  idolatry  ;’  and  never  while  Christians  are 
bowing  to  idols  will  the  church  be  glorious.  No  man  should 
consider  himself  a  member  of  God’s  church,  who  thinks  more 
of  his  riches  than  he  does  of  his  God  ;  or  who  would  sooner 
receive  an  offer  for  speculation,  than  a  petition  for  charity  ;  or 
ornament  his  own  house  sooner  than  build  up  the  house  of 
God. 
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Hitherto  this  sin  has  fettered  the  limbs,  and  palsied  the  ener¬ 
gies  of  the  whole  ‘commonwealth  of  Israel.’  But  the  4  time 
is  coming  and  now  is,’  when  Christians  shall  consider  that  they 
are  4  not  their  own  ;’  that  they  are  the  stewards  of  God  ;  that 
4  the  earth  is  the  Lord’s,  and  the  fulness  thereof ;’  and  that  it 
is  4  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  received 

Christ  was  benevolent.  He  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  he 
became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  become  rich. 

And  when  the  spirit  of  charily  shall  baptize  the  church,  and 
that  mind  shall  be  in  Christians  which  was  also  in  Christ,  then 
will  the  place  of  Cod’s  feet  be  glorious. 

3.  The  church  shall  be  glorious  in  unity.  It  is  one  body  ; 
it  is  one  kingdom  ;  it  is  one  mighty  edifice,  or  building  of  God. 
No  part  is  unnecessary  ;  no  part  is  superfluous.  I  know  that 
selfishness,  ambition  and  pride,  have  long  kept  alive  the  fires  of 
discord  among  Christians  ;  and  that  internal  dissensions  have 
often  made  the  church  more  like  a  burning  mountain,  pouring 
its  desolating  lava  around  upon  the  world,  than  the  garden  of 
God,  where  balmy  spices  flourish,  and  healing  waters  flow. 
But  this  state  of  things  is  passing  away,  and  the  tribes  of  Israel 
are  flow’ing  together.  Party  distinctions  among  the  4  born  of 
God’  are  sinking  into  annihilation  ;  and  the  time  has  come 
when  beholding  our  order  and  union,  our  enemies  are  beard  to 
say  4  behold  how  these  Christians  love  one  another.’  And 
with  joy  Christians  also  can  lift  up  their  voice  and  exclaim, 

4  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity.’  This  union  consists  1.  In  doctrine.  The  watchmen 
of  Zion  who  have  4  made  void  the  law  of  God  through  this  tradi¬ 
tion’  shall  1  see  eye  to  eye,’  and  4  lift  up  their  voice  together.’ 
They  shall  learn  from  one  book  4  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,’ 
and  thenceforth  4  know  nothing  among  men,  save  Jesus  Christ, 
and  him  crucified.’  No  longer  shall  4  they  teach  for  doctrine 
the  commandments  of  men,’  but  being  taught  of  God,  shall 
4  preach  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Jesus  Christ.’  The  mem¬ 
bership  also  shall  be  instructed  into  the  mysteries  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  being  joined  in  one  body,  shall  4  all  speak  the  same 
things.’ 

2.  They  shall  be  united  in  spirit.  The  spirit  of  Christ  is 
one ,  and  all  who  have  that  spirit  are  one  with  Christ ;  4  where 
there  is  neither  Barbarian,  Scythian,  Greek  or  Jew,  bond  or 
free,  male  or  female,  but  all  are  one.’ 

4.  Again  ;  God  will  make  the  church  glorious  in  freedom. 


11 


‘Where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is  liberty  and  as  the 
whole  church  is  baptized  in  that  spirit,  the  whole  church  must 
be  free.  This  is  that  Jerusalem  that  is  from  above,  which  is 
free,  and  is  the  mother  of  all  saints.  Christians  suffer  enough 
from  bondage,  while  in  the  kingdom  of  Antichrist.  W  hen 
they  are  called  out  of  his  kingdom,  they  1  are  called  unto  liber¬ 
ty  and  are  commanded  to  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Christ  has  made  them  free.’  W  hen  they  enter  the  kingdom  of 
God,  they  do  not  receive  the  spirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear, 
but  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  they  cry  Abba,  Father. 

Hitherto  the  church  has  been  held  in  chains.  She  hath 
never  asserted  her  liberty.  Her  ministers  have  been  tyrants, 
and  her  members  have  been  slaves.  Her  fathers  have  been 
monsters,  and  her  children  have  been  cradled  in  the  graves  of 
her  martyrs,  amidst  the  groans  and  cries  of  the  oppressed  ! 
But  her  jubilee  is  at  hand.  Her  God  hath  heard  her  wailings, 
and  hath  come  down  to  deliver  her.  The  long  night  of  op¬ 
pression  is  receding,  and  the  shouts  of  the  redeemed  announce 
the  dayspring  of  freedom  to  the  X ion  of  God.  Freedom,  not 
from  the  strong  bonds  of  Catholicism  only,  but  freedom  from 
ecclesiastical  domination  in  every  form.  Freedom  Trom  the 
£  doctrine  and  commandments  of  men.’  Freedom  from  civil 
injustice  and  unwarrantable  restraints  by  men  in  power.  Free¬ 
dom  from  the  iron  grasp  of  him  who  traffics  in  human  flesh, 
and  makes  merchandize  of  the  souls  of  men.  Freedom  in  a 
word,  from  all  but  the  restraints  of  just  law  and  moral  obli¬ 
gation.  Then  shall  the  church  be  glorious,  when  those  whom 
the  Son  makes  free,  are  1  free  indeed.’ 

5.  Again  ;  the  church  shall  be  glorious  in  her  temporal  pos¬ 
sessions.  Hitherto  the  church  has  been  a  beggar.  But  little 
indeed  has  been  done  for  the  extension  of  Zion,  in  comparison 
with  what  might  have  been  done,  had  her  resources  been  equal 
to  her  opportunities.  How  limited  have  been  our  missionary 
operations  !  How  fewr  are  our  institutions  of  learning  and  be¬ 
nevolence  !  How  poorly  supported  are  many  of  our  most  evan¬ 
gelical  laborers  !  What  vast  multitudes  in  our  own  lands  are 
destitute  of  ministerial  labor  !  And  as  for  meeting-houses,  the 
church  is  out  of  doors  !  She  hath  not  where  to  lay  her  head. 
She  crietli  in  the  streets,  and  lodgeth  in  dens  and  in  caves  of 
the  earth.  In  barns  and  hovels,  log  cabins  and  dusty  halls, 
she  pays  her  devotions  to  her  God  ;  while  tee  dwell  in  our 
ceiled  houses,  and  repose  upon  beds  of  down. 
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Bat  shall  her  poverty  always  remain  ?  No  :  God  has  said 
4  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall  bring  their  glory  into  Zion.’ 
4  The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  come  onto  her  ;  the  pine-tree, 
the  fir-tree,  and  the  box  together.’  The  abundance  of  the  sea 
also  shall  be  converted  to  God  ;  and  the  gold  and  the  silver 
will  he  bring  to  beautify  his  sanctuary,  and  he  will  make  the 
place  of  his  feet  glorious. 

6.  Again  ;  God  will  make  the  church  glorious  in  extent. 
4  A  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong 
nation.’  Now.  the  4  world  lies  in  death  ;’  it  is  one  wide  ex¬ 
tended  4  valley  of  dry  bones.’  Even  in  our  most  enlightened 
cities  and  towms,  the  greatest  number  of  our  race  are  enemies 
to  God,  and  foes  to  the  church  ;  dead  indeed  4  in  trespasses 
and  sins.’  But  the  time  will  come  when  4  all  shall  know  the 
Lord,  from  the  greatest  even  unto  the  least;’  when  the  light¬ 
ning  of  the  skies  shining  from  the  east  even  unto  the  west,  shall 
light  the  way  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  shall  come  to  4  have  do¬ 
minion  from  the  river,  even  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.’  4  In 
his  day  shall  the  righteous  flourish,  and  have  abundance  of 
peace  ;  in  him  shall  men  be  blest,  and  all  nations  shall  call  him 
blessed.’ 

7.  Again;  the  church  shall  be  glorious  in  its  duration  on 
earth.  It  has  been  a  very  prevalent  doctrine  among  Christians, 
that  this  earth  is  just  sinking  into  its  grave.  That  after  a  few 
centuries  more  the  world  will  be  destroyed  by  fire.  That 
such  will  ultimately  be  the  end  of  the  world,  there  is  no  doubt  ; 
but  that  it  will  take  place  within  a  few  centuries,  is  doubted 
by  many  of  the  sages  of  the  church. 

The  idea  that  Satan  shall  triumph  six  thousand  years  over 
this  earth,  and  that  as  soon  as  it  is  subdued  to  Christ  it  shall  be 
destroyed,  is  neither  consonant  with  reason  or  the  word  of  God. 
Shall  the  reign  of  Apollyon  be  six  times  as  long  as  that  of 
Christ  ?  Shall  we  give  the  sceptre  to  Satan  six  thousand  years, 
and  allow  it  to  Christ  but  one  ?  Why  not  believe  the  thousand 
years  of  Christ’s  reign  to  be  prophetic  years  ?  It  is  admitted 
that  one  prophetic  year  is  three  hundred  and  sixty  ordinary 
years.  Then  one  thousand  prophetic  years  will  be  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  thousand  ordinary  years ,  in  which  Christ  will 
reign  over  his  church  on  earth.  Whether  the  reign  of  Christ 
shall  continue  precisely  that  period,  or  a  much  less  time,  one 
thing  is  clear  ;  and  that  is,  it  will  continue  a  much  longer  period 
than  the  reign  of  sin.  Already  has  sin  reigned  unto  death  near 
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six  thousand  years  ;  but  where  sin  hath  thus  abounded,  there 
shall  grace  much  more  abound  ;  and  the  reign  of  Christ  will  as 
far  exceed  in  duration  the  reign  of  Apollyon  as  the  former  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  latter  in  glory.  What  objection  can  be  brought  to 
this  doctrine  ?  Has  the  sun,  that  lights  and  warms  the  earth, 
burnt  out  his  fires,  or  grown  weary  in  his  way  ?  Have  the 
planets,  that  contribute  to  fix  the  earth  in  its  place,  lost  the 
power  of  gravitation,  that  they  can  continue  their  aid  no  longer  ? 
Has  the  earth  grown  old  like  a  garment,  that  it  must  be  laid 
aside  ;  or  like  a  vesture,  that  it  must  be  folded  up  ?  No,  my 
brethren,  there  is  no  argument  from  the  volume  of  nature  that 
can  be  brought  against  the  perpetuity  of  the  Messiah’s  reign. 
Neither  is  there  any  argument  from  the  book  of  God.  When¬ 
ever  God  has  spoken  of  the  reign  of  the  wicked,  he  has  said  it 
shall  be  short  ;  but  of  the  reign  of  the  just,  he  has  said  it  shall 
be  forever  :  a  term  which  should  certainly  signify  a  longer  pe¬ 
riod  than  a  little  while.  Of  the  wicked  God  says,  4  yet  a  little 
while  and  the  wicked  shall  not  be  but  of  the  righteous  he 
saith,  1  they  shall  inherit  the  land,  and  dwell  therein  forever.’ 
Daniel  says  the  kingdom  of  Christ  c  shall  break  in  pieces  and 
consume  all  other  kingdoms,  and  it  shall  stand  forever. 

Such  a  kingdom  rises  in  grandeur  as  we  contemplate  it. 
And  what  an  enlarged  view  does  this  give  us  of  the  wisdom  of 
God  in  the  creation  of  the  world.  In  this  light  only,  it  is  seen 
that  this  world  was  not  made  for  Satan,  but  for  the  Son  of 
God  ;  for  4  by  him  and  for  him  were  all  things  created.’  Such 
a  kingdom  will  indeed  be  glorious.  Every  man  we  meet  will 
be  a  brother  ;  every  woman  a  sister  ;  and  every  child  a  child 
of  God. 

Where  once  stood  the  streaming  cross,  and  where  now  stands 
the  temple  of  superstition,  shall  then  wave  the  banner  of  peace. 
When  all  nations  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  shall  take  up  their 
song,  and  it  shall  be  heard  through  the  whole  kingdom  of  Em¬ 
anuel,  4  The  Lord  God  is  in  his  holy  temple  ;  halleluia,  for  the 
Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth.’ 

8.  Finally,  God  will  make  the  church  glorious  in  heaven. 
When  the  wTork  of  salvation  is  completed,  and  the  reign  of 
Christ  has  long  been  universal  on  earth,  then  God  will  remem¬ 
ber  them  that  sleep,  and  will  call  them  with  all  saints  to  the 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  in  glory  ;  and  then  shall  the  glory  of  the 
church  be  complete. 
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III.  By  what  means  God  will  glorify  the  church. 

By  human  agency.  I  do  not  say  by  human  instrumentality;  as 
though  man  was  a  mere  instrument.  That  doctrine  has  too  long 
been  the  plea  of  the  slothful  and  covetous,  and  has  led  to  the 
most  disastrous  consequences.  Considering  themselves  mere 
instruments ,  they  have  waited  for  God  to  work  by  them,  and 
have  never  been  willing  to  labor  themselves.  I  say,  therefore, 
by  human  agency.  For  we  are  ‘co-workers  together  with 
Christ.’  We  are  not  to  act  as  instruments  of  Christ,  but  as 
£  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.’  We  are  not  to 
give  an  account  of  our  instrumentality ,  but  of  our  stewardship. 
Christians  are  not  to  expect  that  God  will  pour  down  the  spirit 
of  grace  upon  men  in  darkness,  and  by  its  direct  agency  con¬ 
vert  the  world  to  Christ.  That  the  world  may  be  harvested  to 
God,  Christians  must  labor. 

1.  By  preaching  the  word.  The  gospel  of  this  kingdom 
must  first-  be  preached  in  all  the  world,  for  a  witness,  and  then 
shall  the  end  come.  Through  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  the 
world  shall  be  redeemed.  c  Many  shall  run  to  and  fro,  and 
knowledge  shall  increase,’  till  the  whole  earth  is  lighted  with 
the  glory  of  Zion. 

2.  By  their  charities.  When  the  spirit  of  benevolence  shall 
come  down  upon  the  church,  selfishness  shall  expire,  and  Chris¬ 
tians  will  consider  it  4  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.’ 
Then  all  who  have  received  of  the  treasures  of  heaven,  shall 
freely  give  of  the  treasures  of  earth,  to  build  up  4  the  house  of 
the  Lord.’ 

3.  By  prayers.  Though  God  has  promised  to  make  his 
church  glorious  by  pouring  down  his  blessings  upon  it,  and  by 
bringing  the  glory  of  the  nations  into  it,  yet  he  says  he  4  will  be 
sought  unto  by  the  house  of  Israel  to  do  these  things.’  Hence 
we  are  always  to  4  pray  and  not  to  faint.’  And  when  Chris¬ 
tians  shall  enter  into  the  holy  place  of  God’s  tabernacle,  and 
pour  out  before  him  their  supplications  4  with  strong  crying  and 
tears,’  then  shall  an  unction  come  down  upon  them,  and  Jeru¬ 
salem  become  4  an  eternal  excellency,  and  the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth. 

REMARKS. 

1.  In  the  light  of  this  subject  we  see  the  necessity  of  holi¬ 
ness  as  a  qualification  for  membership  in  Christ’s  church.  You 
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may  have  every  other  moral  excellence,  yet  1  without  holiness 
no  man  shall  see  the  Lord,’  or  be  numbered  among  his  saints. 
You  may  have  beauty  of  person  and  brilliancy  of  intellect,  and 
yet  without  holiness  you  are  1  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found 
wanting.7  You  may  be  learned  and  polite,  and  possess  every 
human  accomplishment,  and  yet  without  holiness  you  are  noth¬ 
ing.  You  may  meet  the  assemblies  of  the  saints,  and  sit 
with  us  in  this  tabernacle  to-day,  but  without  holiness,  you 
are  an  outcast  from  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

2.  The  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  great.  Much  is 
to  be  done  in  the  church  before  her  ministry  will  be  complete. 
Much  before  her  membership  will  be  redeemed  from  impurity 
and  disorder.  Much  before  ministers  and  members  will  be 
glorious  in  intelligence  and  holiness.  And  from  the  church  let 
us  look  out  upon  the  world.  O  !  my  God  !  what  cheerless 
darkness  still  rests  upon  the  mountains,  and  covers  the  valleys 
of  earth  !  How  many  whole  nations  and  tribes  are  yet  without 
a  temple  of  devotion,  save  those  consecrated  to  idols,  and 
painted  with  the  blood  of  human  sacrifices  !  How  many  myri¬ 
ads  and  myriads  of  human  beings  still  dwell  in  the  valley  of 
death,  and  breathe  the  pestilential  vapors  of  Catholicism  !  What 
vast  multitudes  still  groan  in  the  chains  of  cruelty,  and  writhe 
beneath  the  relentless  hand  of  oppression  ! 

To  redeem  these  souls,  and  fill  the  world  with  the  light  of 
salvation  ;  to  prostrate  the  bastile  of  anti-christ,  and  make  the 
church  and  the  world  glorious,  is  the  object  of  all  our  labors. 
To  this  noble  purpose,  you  have  contributed,  my  brethren,  by 
erecting  this  house  of  worship.  To  this  place  the  ignorant 
may  now  come  and  receive  instruction.  Here  the  weak  may 
come  and  be  strengthened.  Here  the  disconsolate  may  come 
and  be  comforted  ;  and  here  the  penitent  may  come  and  make 
confession  of  their  sins  to  God.  And  here,  my  brethren,  you 
are  to  bring  your  richest  treasures,  and  your  holiest  offerings  to 
beautify  the  place  of  God’s  sanctuary,  and  make  this  place  glo¬ 
rious. 

3.  To  be  engaged  in  this  work  is  glorious.  Whether  we 
preach  the  word,  pray  in  the  closet,  exhort  in  the  house  of 
God  ;  whether  we  give  out*  silver  and  gold  to  carry  the  gospel 
to  the  heathen,  or  to  build  temples  at  home  ; — all  is  glorious  : 
and  all  who  are  thus  engaged  shall  be  great  in  the  kingdom  of 
peace.  Did  /Eneas  act  nobly  when  he  bore  away  upon  his 
shoulders  his  aged  father  Anchises  from  the  flames  of  his  dis¬ 
solving  city  ?  With  what  language  then  shall  we  express  the 
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magnanimity  of  him  who  by  his  arduous  labors  bears  away  to 
heaven  a  precious  soul  from  the  flames  of  hell.  F  or  this,  we 
honor  the  Savior  ;  and  for  this ,  we  will  honor  all  who  are  co¬ 
workers  with  him. 

In  our  hearts  we  honor  the  spirit  of  magnanimity.  In  our 
bosoms  we  embalm  the  names  of  those  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  justice. 
We  do  not  forget  that  we  are  this  day  assembled  on  ground 
made  sacred  by  deeds  of  virtuous  heroism.  We  are  assembled, 
my  brethren,  on  Bunker’s  Hill.  We  stand  where  our  fath¬ 
ers  stood  and  fought  the  battle  of  their  country.  But  we  come 
not  here  as  our  fathers  came.  They  came  in  military  array, 
bearing  their  country’s  shield.  But  ice  come  in  the  ‘  garments 
of  praise,’  to  sacrifice  to  our  God.  They  came  to  slay  their 
oppressors,  and  die  themselves  in  defence  of  liberty  and  the 
rights  of  man.  But  ice  come  to  this  hill  to  pray  for  our  ene¬ 
mies,  and  consecrate  this  tabernacle  to  the  ‘Prince  of  peace.’ 

When  our  fathers  stood  here  and  fought,  their  wives  and 
children  were  weeping  at  home  ;  or  expiring  beneath  the  op¬ 
pressor’s  sword.  But  we  are  assembled  in  this  holy  temple, 
our  wives  and  our  babes  being  with  us  ;  or  enjoying  tranquilli¬ 
ty  at  home. 

But  though  our  fathers  came  not  to  this  mount  as  we  are 
come  this  day,  yet  they  came  warmed  with  the  fire  of  a  noble 
heroism,  and  we  venerate  their  spirits.  Many  of  them  indeed 
fell  by  their  enemies,  but  they  fell  covered  with  glory,  for  the 
battle  was  God’s.  As  much  as  we  deprecate  the  spirit  of  war, 
we  cannot  withhold  our  honors  from  those  who  on  the  side  of 
justice,  have  thus  nobly  acted.  And  did  our  fathers 
act  nobly  ?  Do  we  honor  those  who  have  waded  through  riv¬ 
ers  of  blood,  and  traveled  over  hills  of  the  slain,  to  break  the 
oppressor’s  chain,  and  redeem  their  country  from  usurpation 
and  despotism  ?  How,  then,  shall  we  speak  the  honors  of  him 
who  like  his  Master,  innocently  suffers,  and  patiently  labors  for 
the  redemption  of  the  world,  and  the  purification  of  the  church? 

If  it  was  magnanimous  in  our  fathers  to  lay  down  their  lives 
to  purchase  freedom  for  their  children,  how  nobly  then  have 
those  acted  who  have  not  counted  their  lives  dear  unto  them, 
so  that  they  might  contribute  to  the  redemption  of  the  world 
from  every  moral  evil  !  If  our  patriots  have  acted  nobly  in 
erecting  upon  this  hill  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  a  day  of 
slaughter,  how  much  more  nobly  have  you  acted  who  have 
built  upon  this  mount  a  tabernacle  for  God. 
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Brethren,  your  work  is  honorable.  Most  high  shall  be  your 
reward  in  the  kingdom  of  glory.  Long  may  this  house  remain 
as  a  pool  of  salvation  to  the  wretched  ;  and  a  well  of  life  to  the 
dying.  And  when  this  tabernacle  shall  be  taken  down,  and  the 
|  ground  whereon  we  stand,  shall  be  wrapt  in  a  winding  sheet  of 
fire,  then  may  you  lift  up  your  heads  and  rejoice,  and  pass  tri¬ 
umphantly  to  the  Pavilion  of  God.  Amen. 
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SKETCH 


OF  THE 

FREE-WILL  BAPTIST  DENOMINATION. 


The  following  Sketch  was  originally  published  on  a  separate 
sheet,  but  by  request  is  here  inserted. 


4  It  is  just  that  every  religious  association  should  be  known 
by  their  own  representations ;  and  not  by  the  misrepresentations 
of  their  enemies.  And  as  the  Free-will  Baptists  are  but  little 
known  in  Boston,  it  is  proper  that  some  one  should  present  to 
the  Christian  public  a  summary  of  their  doctrine,  order,  &c. 

As  the  writer  has  been  the  humble  instrument  of  planting  the 
only  two  Churches  of  this  faith  in  Boston,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
following,  from  him,  will  be  read  with  candor  by  all  who  wish 
information  on  this  subject. 

We  frequently  meet  with  those,  who  with  much  candor  in¬ 
terrogate  us  in  relation  to  our  faith  and  order.  We  are  not 
unfrequently  asked  wherein  we  differ  in  sentiment  from  the 
Calvinistic  Bapiists  ;  and  more  frequently  are  we  asked  if  we 
are  not  sentimentally  the  same  as  4  The  Christian  Connexion ,’ 
a  Church  of  which  order  has  long  worshipped  at  the  corner  of 
Sea  and  Summer  streets.  We  are  taken  by  some  to  be 
Arians  or  Socinian6 !  by  others  we  are  called  Unitarians ,  and 
by  many  Fanatics.  Hence  it  is  proper  to  make  the  following 
statements. 

In  4  A  Treatise  on  the  faith  of  the  Free-will  Baptists,’  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  denomination,  it  is  said 

1.  OF  GOD. 

4  There  is  only  one  true  and  living  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  self- 
existent,  eternal,  immutable,  omnipresent,  omniscient,  omnipo- 
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tent,  independent,  good,  wise,  holy,  just,  and  merciful  ;  the 
Creator,  Preserver  and  Governor  of  the  universe  ;  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  Savior,  Sanctifier,  and  Judge  of  men  ;  the  only  object 
of  Divine  worship.’ 

2.  OF  CHRIST. 

c  The  Son  of  God  possesses  all  Divine  perfections.  As 
he  and  his  Father  are  One,  he  in  his  Divine  character  perform¬ 
ed  all  the  offices  and  works  of  God  to  his  creatures  that  have 
been  the  subject  of  revelation  to  us.  As  man  he  performed 
all  the  duties  toward  God  that  we  are  required  to  perform,  the 
repentance  of  sin  excepted.  His  Divine  perfections  are  prov¬ 
ed  from  his  titles,  his  attributes,  and  his  works.’ 

c  The  Bible  ascribes  to  Christ  the  title  of  Savior,  Jehovah, 
Lord  of  Hosts,  the  First  and  the  Last,  God,  True  God, 
Great  God,  God  over  All,  Mighty  God,  and  the  Everlasting 
Father.  He  is  eternal,  unchangeable,  omnipresent,  omniscient, 
omnipotent,  holy,  and  is  entitled  to  Divine  worship.’ 

3.  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

c  The  Scriptures  ascribe  to  the  Holy  Ghost  the  acts  and 
attributes  of  an  intelligent  being.  He  is  said  to  guide,  to 
know,  to  move,  to  inform,  to  command,  to  forbid,  &c.  From 
the  foregoing  the  conclusion  is,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  in 
reality  God,  and  one  with  the  Father  in  all  Divine  perfections. 
It  has  also  been  shown  that  Christ  is  God,  and  one  in  essence 
with  the  Father.  Then  in  essence  these  three,  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  are  One,  though  they  are  Three,  in 
respect  to  their  agency  and  relation  to  man.’ 

The  following  statements  are  also  taken  from  the  Trea¬ 
tise  : — 

c  Christ  gave  his  life,  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the  world  ; 
and  thus  made  salvation  possible  for  all  mend 

‘  The  repentance  which  the  Gospel  requires  is  a  deep  con¬ 
viction,  a  penitential  sorrow,  an  open  confession,  a  decided 
hatred  and  an  entire  forsaking  of  all  sin.  This  repentance  God 
has  enjoined  on  all  men,  and  without  it  in  this  life,  the  sinner 
must  perish  eternally.’ 

c  Man  must  be  regenerated  before  he  can  enter  a  state  of 
happiness.  This  change  is  an  instantaneous  renovation  of  the 
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soul  by  the  grace  and  spirit  of  God,  whereby  the  penitent  sin¬ 
ner  receives  new  life,  becomes  a  child  of  God,  and  is  enabled 
to  perform  spiritual  service.’ 

‘  In  consideration  of  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  received 
by  faith,  the -sinner  is  pardoned  and  absolved  from  the  guilt  and 
punishment  of  sin.’ 

So  much  from  one  of  our  standard  w’orks  in  relation  to  doc¬ 
trine.  We  would  say  more  on  this  point  if  we  had  room  on 
this  sheet,  or  if  we  thought  we  had  not  touched  those  points 
upon  which  it  is  thought  by  some  we  are  in  error.  It  is  here 
proper  to  remark,  that  we  are  not  of  the  4  Christian  Connex¬ 
ion. ,’  so  called,  nor  are  we  with  them  in  doctrine.  This  is  said 
in  love,  and  only  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information. 

We  also  differ  from  the  Calvinistic  Baptists  ;  not  believing 
as  they  do  in  the  doctrines  of  election  and  reprobation,  as 
taught  by  John  Calvin  ;  and  in  that  we  invite  to  the  Lord’s 
table,  all  evangelical  Christians,  in  good  standing  in  their 
Churches.  With  them  we  are  agreed  in  the  mode  of  baptism. 

THE  FREE-WILL  BAPTISTS  IN  TIIE  U.  STATES.* 


There  are  Ministers  in  the  connexion,  -  -  635 

There  are  Churches,  ,  -  -  -  -  776 

There  are  Members,  -  35,429 

There  has  been  an  increase  the  past  year  of  1593 


The  Free-communion  Baptists  in  New  York,  numbering 
four  or  five  thousand,  are  essentially  one  with  the  Free-will 
Baptists.  The  growing  connexion  of  General  Baptists  in 
England  and  Wales  differ  from  us  only  in  name. 

The  Free-will  Baptists  have  a  Home  and  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  ;  a  Sabbath  School  Union,  and  several  benevolent 
institutions.  They  have  flourishing  Seminaries  of  learning, 
and  a  book  establishment.  They  have  a  religious  periodical, 
(the  Morning  Star,)  and  almost  all  their  Churches  are  tem¬ 
perance  societies.  They  are  opposed  to  slavery,  but  cherish 
sentiments  of  charity  and  forbearance  upon  this  subject.  In 
fact  we  seek  to  imitate  in  spirit  and  life,  the  Great  Head  of 


*  This  account  was  made  for  1836  ;  since -that  time  a  great  revival 
in  our  denomination  lias  given  us  great  accessions. 
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the  Church,  and  make  his  word,  (the  Holy  Scriptures,)  our 
only  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  There  are  several  large  bodies 
of  Baptists  in  the  United  States,  who  are  with  us  in  doctrine, 
and  with  whom  we  have  correspondence,  and  who  will  doubt¬ 
less  become  one  with  our  denomination  soon.  May  God 
hasten  not  only  this,  but  a  union  among  all  saints.’ 

J.  W.  HOLMAN. 
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